Zika virus in Colombia {#cesec10}
======================

The National Institute of Health in Colombia has confirmed the presence of [Zika](http://www.promedmail.org/post/20151018.3723954){#interrefs10} virus in the Bolívar, Cordoba, Norte de Santander, San Andres, and Sucre departments. As of Oct 16, 2015, nine of 98 samples taken from patients in the Bolívar department were laboratory confirmed as Zika virus, the first cases detected in the country. The virus is transmitted by the *Aedes aegypti* mosquito, which also transmits dengue and chikungunya viruses.

Update on MERS-CoV {#cesec20}
==================

Between Oct 17, and Oct 23, 2015, the National International Health Regulations (IHR) Focal Point for [Saudi Arabia](http://www.who.int/csr/don/29-october-2015-mers-saudi-arabia/en/){#interrefs20} reported 12 cases of Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV), including one death. Seven cases were from Riyadh city, and three were identified through contact-tracing activities. On Oct 12, the National IHR Focal Point for South [Korea](http://www.who.int/csr/don/25-october-2015-mers-korea/en/){#interrefs30} reported a relapse in a male patient aged 35 years who had been discharged from hospital on Oct 3, 2015, after two PCR-negative results. On Oct 11, this patient developed symptoms including fever and tested PCR-positive for MERS-CoV on Oct 12. Between Sept 24, 2012, and Oct 29, 2015, WHO has been notified of 1611 laboratory confirmed cases, including at least 575 related deaths.

Visceral leishmaniasis in South Sudan {#cesec30}
=====================================

The UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has reported that more than 150 people have died from visceral [leishmaniasis](http://www.promedmail.org/post/3749052){#interrefs40} (VL) in South Sudan in 2015. 4939 cases have been reported since January, 2015, including 152 deaths. In the week beginning Oct 19, 300 people affected by VL were reportedly admitted to the Médecins Sans Frontières clinic in Lankien, and 800 other patients receive treatment daily. Ten deaths were also reported during this week. In 2013, 1614 cases of VL were registered and 45 deaths recorded in South Sudan. The increase in cases is probably due to conflict-related displacement, which might have resulted in non-immune populations moving into endemic areas.

Shigellosis outbreak in the USA {#cesec40}
===============================

An outbreak of shigellosis has been reported in [San Jose](https://foodpoisoningbulletin.com/2015/shigella-outbreak-linked-to-mariscos-san-juan-in-ca-grows-again/){#interrefs50}, CA (USA). As of Oct 27, 2015, 190 people have fallen ill with shigella-like symptoms in the region; 92 of these cases have been laboratory confirmed. The outbreak has been linked to the Mariscos San Juan No 3 restaurant in San Jose. Almost all those who have fallen ill ate at the restaurant on Oct 16 or 17, 2015.
